
The Artist Project Grant is designed to support individual Maine artists in various stages of their 
career. This includes the creation of new or existing work, activities that enhance an artist’s skills 
or process, participation in programs to raise the level and quality of their work, and supporting 
ways to bring their art to the public. Projects can be in any artistic discipline and on any scale and 
must take place between July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2024. 

As we continue to expand our reach to all people living in Maine, we are committed to offer 
opportunities that are accessible to people historically under-served in the arts, including people 
who speak languages other than English, people with disabilities, people who are LGBTQIA+, 
people living in rural areas, and people from diverse racial and ethnic backgrounds. In upholding 
our responsibility to cultural equity, we strongly encourage applications from candidates with 
connections in these communities and from all counties across the state.

Applications are due by 5:00 p.m. on March 20, 2023
Grant Award: $2,500

OVERVIEW AND APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

ARTIST PROJECT
GRANT (FY2024)

Is an individual practicing artist.
Is a current Maine resident.
Is 18 years of age or older by the application deadline.
If applicable, has completed all Final Reports, required by the Maine Arts Commission for 
previous awards.

Awardees of the Maine Arts Commission Apprenticeship programs are eligible to apply, if 
they have not received another grant from us.  
An applicant cannot apply for the Artist Project Grant and the Springboard Grant in the same 
grant cycle.

An applicant is eligible to apply if they meet the following criteria:

Notes: 



Materials or equipment
Productions or installations
Planning and preparation
Tours or Exhibition costs
Skill Building or Trainings
Residencies
Hiring other artists or assistants

Debt or loan repayment
Equipment purchases over $5,000
Home office or home studio rent and expenses
Activities for which undergraduate or graduate level education is given
Projects that support or oppose a particular political party or candidate for public office
Projects that are exclusive to members of a particular religious faith group

ELIGIBLE EXPENSES
Awards may be used for the creation of work and the advancement of their artistic goals for 
things like:

INELIGIBLE EXPENSES

HOW TO APPLY
All applications and materials must be submitted using the online Application Portal. If you are 
interested in applying, we encourage you to carefully review these details and call us with 
questions prior to beginning an application. It’s important to give yourself plenty of time to write 
a strong application, so be sure to start the process early!

Create a Maine Arts Commission account. Create Now! Once you start an application, 
you can make changes anytime before you submit. Get your application going by using 
the application worksheet!

Tell us about yourself and your creative work. (1,300 characters)
Explain your project, its goals, how the funding will be used, and its 
importance/meaning to the intended audience. It may be helpful to include a timeline. 
(2,000 characters)
Explain how this funding will benefit you and your creative goals. (2,000 characters)

Answer the application questions (to be competed in the application portal):
1.
2.

3.

Submit a Vendor Code Form, which generates a vendor code within the State payment 
system and is used for award payment purposes. Click HERE if you need help.

Upload support materials (see details on next page):

Complete a budget form.

https://mainearts-grants.maine.gov/account/login
https://mainearts-grants.maine.gov/Account/Register
https://mainearts.maine.gov/CMSContent/arts_grants/FY2024/Artist_Project/FY2024_Artist_Project_Application_Worksheet_v2.1.docx
https://mainearts.maine.gov/CMSContent/arts_grants/FY2024/Artist_Project/FY2024_Artist_Project_Application_Worksheet_v2.1.docx
https://mainearts.maine.gov/CMSContent/arts_grants/Grant%20Help%20Docs/Form_Vendor%20Code1.pdf
https://mainearts.maine.gov/CMSContent/arts_grants/Grant%20Help%20Docs/Help1_StateVendorForm.pdf
https://mainearts.maine.gov/CMSContent/arts_grants/Grant%20Help%20Docs/Help1_StateVendorForm.pdf


Resume, bio or Curriculum Vitae (CV)
Artist samples: This includes images, samples, audio, or video materials (max length: five 
minutes each) prose samples, poetry. Only 5 total artist sample uploads of any type will be 
reviewed.

Required Support Materials: 

REVIEW PROCESS

Uploads  File Type Format and Tips

Images JPG, PNG, PDF
Recommended that each image size is under 3MB
Images will be viewed digitally and not printed

Audio MP3 Include only material intended for panel review

Video
MP4, WMV, 
YouTube or 
Vimeo link

20MB/video max for MP4 or WMV
No promotional videos*
No video slide show of still images
5 minutes max. in length.

Writing Samples PDF 12pt, Times New Roman font

Links** PDF
If providing links to access supporting materials, they 
can be listed in one document not to exceed the max. 
allotment. 1 link = 1 sample.  

* In order to ensure equitable consideration across all grant applicants we will NOT accept 
promotional/marketing videos for review.
** For ANY link submitted for review: 1 Link = 1 Sample.

The Maine Arts Commission may use submitted artistic samples solely for the non-commercial 
promotion of the artist and/or Maine Arts Commission programs. 

Submitted applications are first reviewed by staff for completion, eligibility, and funding 
guidelines. Applications are then reviewed by a diverse panel of arts and culture professionals. 
Panelists review each application and submit scores based on the review criteria (see below). 
These scores help us determine how we will disperse the funding. 



Final Reports
Awardees are required to submit a final report for each grant received. You may not be eligible to 
apply for another MAC grant if you do not submit your final report. 

REPORTING

Award Process
If your application is funded, you enter into a letter of agreement with the Maine Arts Commission, and 
you must comply with all requirements stated in that agreement. Your award money may take up to 12 
weeks from the time you are notified. This means you may need to pay costs upfront with your own 
money and then be reimbursed when you receive funding from us. Award funds can be used to 
reimburse past eligible project costs incurred between July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2024.

All applicants are notified, whether approved or declined, by email. If you receive an award, you will also 
receive future emails with next steps. 

TIMELINE

Merit and Impact (50%) of how the plan will support and positively impact the artist’s goals and 
practice in meaningful and clearly identified ways.
Artistic Excellence (25%) as demonstrated in skills and techniques, the artist's creative process 
shows a unique vision or perspective, and the work is meaningful to an intended audience. 
Budget & Planning (25%) as it relates to the proposed project, partners involved, it’s budget, and 
goals with clear descriptions and details of the outcome; information is provided that helps 
make a convincing case that this project will succeed. 

Review Criteria
Grant applications are reviewed on a competitive basis using the following criteria: 

1.

2.

3.
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193 State Street, 25 State House Station 
Augusta, Maine 04333

(207) 287-2724
www.mainearts.maine.gov

CONTACT US

ACCESIBILITY
Grant information is available in large print format by request. It is the policy of
the Maine Arts Commission not to discriminate on the basis of disability, and the
Maine Arts Commission is dedicated to making our programs accessible and
inclusive for people with disabilities and assist individuals with disabilities in
connecting them with resources for access to the arts. All programs funded by the
Maine Arts Commission must also be accessible.

Eli Cabañas, Grants and Website Manager

Our goal is for all potential applicants to have the resources they need to submit a competitive 
application. If you have questions about your project or the application process, please call us at 
207-287-2724. We are happy to help!

If you have questions about the technical aspects of the application form, or questions about 
electronic submission, please contact:

       eli.cabanas@maine.gov
       207-287-6746

GRANT ASSISTANCE

mailto:eli.cabanas@maine.gov

